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[COURSE INFORMATION] 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
& GOALS 

 
This course explores the development of modern and contemporary visual arts in the Korean 
Peninsula. Topics may include: the shift in perspectival depiction of spatial depth during the 
18th century, the introduction of photography in the 19th century, the reinvention of ink 
paintings in the early 20th century, and the emergence of contemporary Korean art as a global 
phenomenon in the 21st century. As an introductory course to art history, the students will learn 
the critical tools with which to analyze and write about visual objects. In addition, the class will 
stay tuned to social and historical contexts of colonialism, liberation, national division, and 
globalization that inform visual analyses. The mediums and genres to be discussed may 
include: ethnographic photography, war photography, illustrations, oil and ink painting, abstract 
painting, protest art, sculpture, installation, public art, video art and film. We will examine 
exhibitions, art movements, art collectives, and individual artists such as Lee Ufan, Do Ho Suh, 
Lee Bul, Choi Jeong Hwa, and Yiso Bahc.   

PREREQUISITE 
None  
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 
- Reading 
- Attendance  
- Exams   

 

GRADING POLICY 

 
Letter grades  
 
 

TEXTS & NOTES 

 
There is no textbook. The daily readings will be available as pdf files and reference books will be 
put on reserve in the library.  
 
 
 

INSTRUCTOR’S PROFILE  

 
 
Dr. Sohl Lee is an Assistant Professor in Contemporary East Asian Art and Visual Culture at State 
University of New York, Stony Brook. She engages with art as a writer, teacher, and curator.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Course Syllabus  
2015 YONSEI INTERNATIONAL SUMMER SCHOOL 

 

[WEEKLY SCHEDULE] 
* Your detailed explanation would be very helpful for prospective students to get a pre-approval for credit-transfer from        

their home university in advance.  

WEEK (PERIOD) WEEKLY TOPIC & CONTENTS 
COURSE MATERIAL & 
ASSIGNMENTS 

NOTES  

1 

Choson Dynasty and Colonial Period: Pre-
modern painterly conventions and introduction of 
realism and perspective in ink painting; 
introduction of photography; royal portraits; 
colonial exhibition system   

 

  

2 
Colonial Period (continued): Representation of 
modern girl (sinyosong), invention of “Korean 
painting,” invention of the “Korean folk”  

Midterm I   

3 
Korean War and Post-Liberation: Korean War 
photography, the national division and urban 
development in Seoul and Pyongyang  

  

4 
South Korean Rise to Internationalism and 
Democracy: Informal, Monochrome paintings, 
protest art, minjung art  

Midterm II   

5 
Exhibiting Korean Art Abroad: Case studies 
(1950-2015)   

  

6 
Contemporary Artists: Lee Ufan, Do Ho Suh, 
Lee Bul, Choi Jeong Hwa, and Yiso Bahc.   

Final Exam   

 


